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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AfTECTIKOTHE NATIONAL DEFENSE f 
•] OF THE UNITED STATES. WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18. SECTIONS 703 I 
4 AND 794, OF THE U, S. CODS. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSQISSIOH OH REVEL- 
1 ATI OH OF ITS CONTENTS TO 09 RECEIPT BY AH UNAUTHORIZED PERSON I 
| IS PROHIBITED BY LAW THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORD IS PROHIBITED. 
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The East German Ministry of the Interior decreed in early January 
1953 that, effective immediately, no water-craft leave the son© 
without a new shipbook. This proved necessary after the woman 
official in charge of shipbooks, had fled East Germany taking with 
her all pertinent documents. A new ship register must also be pre- 
pared* Source learned that the new shipbooks would be issued only 
after careful checks on shipmasters and skipper s^, and their relations 
with West Germany. The Ministry of the Interior in its decree, ra.de 
the Ministry of Traffic responsible for each holder of a new shipbook. 
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